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BRITE Partnership Development Fund
Application Document

Introduction: 
This opportunity is underpinned by funding from the UKRI Research England funded project: Biologics Regional Innovation Technology Ecosystem (BRITE) project. The purpose of this fund is to support the Biologics ecosystem within the Liverpool City region.
Within this project, funding is available for Academics (including PDRAs), Technicians and Professional staff from BRITE Universities to engage with relevant industry partners within the Biologics space. 
How the fund might be used:
The objective of activities should be to increase sector porosity between academia and industry, reducing silos and raising awareness of priorities across the Biologics sector.
We define biologics as: “structurally complex and process-dependent medicinal products derived from living organisms, and used to prevent, treat, or diagnose disease.” 
Researchers who work on Biologics-enabling technologies are also eligible, provided proposals can demonstrate direct linkage to biologics-specific outcomes. These likely include researchers in Computer Science (e.g. AI & Healthcare), Engineering (e.g. Medical/Lab Equipment) and Healthcare (e.g. Clinical Implementation). 
Applications that do not clearly align with the Biologics sector will not be eligible for this fund.
The maximum value that can be awarded per application will be £5,000.

Visits to non-academic organisations:
Funding can be used to support short exploratory visits, lasting a maximum of 2-weeks. The purpose of these visits should be to observe/explore the activities, processes & priorities of relevant non-academic partners, with the aim of exploring synergies with your work within the university, promoting future collaborative partnerships.
This can be structured as a continuous engagement (e.g. for 2 full weeks) or can be regular, shorter-term periods (e.g. 1 day a week for 6 weeks). Whilst there is no limit on geographical location, applicants will need to demonstrate how their activity will benefit the Biologics ecosystem in the Liverpool City Region.
Eligible Costing:
· Salary (Direct Cost Only)
· Standard Travel, Accommodation & Subsistence.
Hosting non-academic organisations:
Funding can be used to host relevant non-academic organisations at your university, for a maximum of 2-days. The purpose of these visits should be to showcase your work with the aim of developing future partnerships. This cannot be used to pay external organisations for service provision (consultancy, training, etc). 
3rd & public sector organisations are eligible. 
Eligible Costing:
· Catering (Lunch)
· Standard Travel & Accommodation
Example Collaborations:
To be successful, applications should outline tangible outcomes of any activities.
Example 1: Supporting a visit to a CDMO to learn about their scale up processes, aiming to understand the most relevant cell lines or reagents that should be used when conducting research to ensure streamlined future development of university innovations.
Example 2: Certain newer technologies might not be approved in the UK yet, but could be elsewhere, so there might be an opportunity for someone in the Liverpool city region (LCR) to go to Canada or US where approvals are established and bring that learning back to UK/LCR. This may be particularly beneficial for companies looking to expand into the UK.
Example 3: Supporting a visit from an industry partner who would be interested in developing new reagents or technologies in collaboration with research colleagues, for example, process intensification technologies or improved media components. The fund could be used to facilitate a discussion with potential collaborators to understand what they feel is needed in the sector and to find ways to support the relationship.
Example 4: Supporting professional services staff visiting another environment e.g. investor or incubator provider, to better understand how to better support the translation of university research in Biologics.
To discuss applications or potential partners, please contact:
· University of Liverpool: Alexander.Osgerby@liverpool.ac.uk
· Liverpool School of Tropical Medicine: BRITE@lstmed.ac.uk
· Liverpool John Moores University: p.leather@ljmu.ac.uk 
· Edge Hill University: engage@edgehill.ac.uk
For questions about the fund administration, please contact ke@lstmed.ac.uk


Application Deadline:
Applications will be accepted on a rolling basis to allow for introductions and coordination with external partners. Any activities must be completed before December 2027.
Available funding is limited - Applications are encouraged as soon as possible to avoid disappointment.

Who can apply:
The fund is open to staff from Universities in the BRITE partnership: University of Liverpool, Liverpool School of Tropical Medicine, Liverpool John Moores University, Edge Hill University.
This includes:
· Academics (including PDRAs).
· Technicians.
· Professional Services.
Non-Academic Organizations or individuals who might be interested in utilizing this fund should email BRITE@lstmed.ac.uk














Application Form
We advise all applicants to speak to their BRITE leads (See Above) before submitting an application. Once completed, please email this form & written approvals to KE@lstmed.ac.uk
	Your Details

	Name:
	
	Email:
	

	University:
	


	Job/Role Title: 
	


	Type of Role:

	Academic
☐
	Technical
☐
	Professional Staff
☐

	Do you Consider yourself an ECR (if applicable):


	


	Line Manager’s Name:

	Line Manager’s Email:

	

	

	Please confirm that you have attached your Line manager’s approval for you to submit this application.


	☐Manager has agreed and evidence is attached



	Non-Academic Partner Details

	Name of Organisation:
	


	Address:
	


	Name of Contact:
	


	Email Address of Contact:
	


	Please confirm that you have attached a written approval/letter of support from the Partner organisation for this activity.

	☐Host has approved and evidence is attached


	Proposed Start Date:
	

	Duration:
(Max 2-Weeks)
	



	Planned Activity 

	Please describe how you want to use this fund (300 Words):

	



	What would be the benefit for your institution? (200 Words):

	



	What would be the benefit for the Partner Organisation? (200 Words)

	



	What would be the benefit for the Biologics Ecosystem in the Liverpool City Region? (200 Words)

	



	Following the activity, how do you expect to share the learnings? (200 Words)

	





	Costings

	Visiting a non-Academic Organisation

	Salary: 
(Direct Costs Only)
	

	Travel:
	

	Subsistence:
	

	Accommodation:
	

	Hosting a non-Academic Organisation

	Catering:
	

	Travel:
	

	Accommodation:
	



Financial support can be requested for any combination of the eligible categories up to a maximum of £5000 only. Costings must be prepared via your relevant institutional finance team before submission. If any clarifications are required on eligibility of costs, please contact KE@lstmed.ac.uk
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